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Instructional Objective
Objective:  After the completion of the DRTA primary source readings and a class discussion on the Fall of the Roman Empire, the students will write an argument using evidence from the passages to answer the question “Were the Barbarians as uncivilized as history depicts them to be?”  The students will use at least three pieces of evidence from the text to support their claim.
Standards and Indicators
New York State Standards Addressed:

Standard 2 - World History:  Use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives. 

Key Idea #1- The study of world history requires an understanding of world cultures and civilizations, including an analysis of important ideas, social and cultural values, beliefs, and traditions. This study also examines the human condition and the connections and interactions of people across time and space and the ways different people view the same event or issue from a variety of perspectives. The students will analyze historic events from around the world by examining accounts written from different perspectives.
Indicator:  This will be evident when the students use the text-based evidence to write an argument answering the question of “Were the Barbarians as uncivilized as history depicts them to be?”  
National Standards Addressed: 

Time, Continuity, and Change – 
· History as a formal study that applies research methods 

· Reading, reconstructing, and interpreting events 

· Analyzing causes and consequences of events and developments 

· Considering competing interpretations of events 

Indicator:  This will be evident when the students use the text-based evidence to write an argument answering the question of “Were the Barbarians as uncivilized as history depicts them to be?”  
Common Core Standards Addressed:

Reading Standard #6 - Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts. 

Indicator:  This will be evident when the students use the text-based evidence to write an argument answering the question of “Were the Barbarians as uncivilized as history depicts them to be?”  
Habits of Mind Exercised:

Comparison and Contextualization – Students will identify and compare multiple perspectives on a given historical experience. 
Indicator:  This will be evident when the students use the text-based evidence to write an argument answering the question of “Were the Barbarians as uncivilized as history depicts them to be?”  
Motivation

The students will be given the lyrics of “Seven Devils” by Florence and the Machine to analyze and answer questions on.  Then the students will watch the music video made for the song to introduce the lesson on the barbarian invasions.
Materials
· Barbaric Destruction of a Great Empire packet which includes the analysis of a song worksheets as well as the DRTA on primary source documents on different perspectives on the Fall of the Roman Empire
· Computer

· Overhead projector/SMART Board to play music video

· Exit Slip to answer the question of “Were the Barbarians as uncivilized as history depicts them to be?”
· Homework: History Frame Worksheet on the Fall of the Roman Empire

Strategies
DRTA – This is a during-reading strategy which engages the students throughout the reading with analytical questions.  This type of reading strategy breaks the passage down into certain sections.  Once the section is complete the student has a question to answer, and then they continue on in this fashion until the reading is completed.  DRTA strategy allows for the students to use evidence from the text to reflect on the information needed to answer questions.
Class Discussion – The class will discuss the information provided to them in each reading.  In this discussion the comparison of different viewpoints will emerge in order to help the students better form a claim with textual support to answer the question of “Were the Barbarians as uncivilized as history depicts them to be?”
Exit Slip – This is a summarizing strategy that helps to tie together loose ends of the lesson.  The purpose of the exit slip is to have the students summarize key aspects of the lesson in their own words.  This process reinforces the lesson while also providing a means of assessment for the teacher.

Adaptations
The child that is learning disabled will receive highlighted DRTA primary source readings on the Fall of the Roman Empire.
Differentiation of Instruction
Tier 1:  The students will write an argument using evidence from the passages (Common Core) to answer the question “Were the Barbarians as uncivilized as history depicts them to be?” using their highlighted DRTA primary source readings on the Fall of the Roman Empire.
Tier 2:   The students will write an argument using evidence from the passages (Common Core) to answer the question “Were the Barbarians as uncivilized as history depicts them to be?”
Tier 3:  The students will write an argument using evidence from the passages (Common Core) to answer the question “Were the Barbarians as uncivilized as history depicts them to be?” Then the students will fill in a T-Chart comparing the two opposing views of the Barbarians.
Developmental Procedures

· The students will analyzing the lyrics from “Seven Devils” by Florence and the Machines and answer questions on the lyrics meaning. (What do you think the song is referring to? Can you identify what the seven devils are?  Do you like the lyrics?)
· The students will watch the music video for “Seven Devils.” (What did you like about the video? Dislike?  What do you believe the song is addressing now?  Do you think the song and video are appropriate?)
· The students will complete the DRTA primary source readings on the Fall of the Roman Empire. (Where did you find the evidence? Do you think that the Romans were too weak to withstand the Barbarian tribes? How does that statement support your answer?  Has this document changed your opinion on the Barbarians?  Did you know that people viewed the Romans this way?)
· The students will complete the Exit Slip answering the question of “Were the Barbarians as uncivilized as history depicts them to be?” (What is your claim?  What evidence do you have to support your claim?  Can you see how your view could be opposed?)
Assessment
The students will write an argument using evidence from the passages (Common Core) to answer the question “Were the Barbarians as uncivilized as history depicts them to be?” while using at least three pieces of evidence from the text to support their claim.

Independent Practice
The students will complete a reading and fill in the history frame on the Fall of the Roman Empire for homework.
Follow-Up: Direct Teacher Intervention and Academic Enrichment
Direct Teacher Intervention:  The student, under direct intervention with the teacher, will develop an argument using textual evidence to support their claim answering the question “Were the Barbarians as uncivilized as history depicts them to be?”
Academic Enrichment:  The students will write a newspaper article about an interview with one of the authors of the primary source documents.  The students will provide background information on the individual using the information from the DRTA primary source readings and then create a dialogue for an interview with that individual.
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